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Oi SENDS LMT 
TO TALK TO HARCOS 

■ By BERNARD WEINHAUB 

WASHINGTON. Oct 14 — 

Reagan haiaartSaostor Paul Laxalt toi 
the PtdUpptnaa to dtem the 
im military. political and a 
situation the^Admiilretta offij 
dale said today. 

Official* said Mr. Laxalt, on of Mr. 
Rmsmi's do— friends, would pnb> 
«My out Pi-M i Ferdinand 8, 
Mam M than two days. 

Officials— idMT.Laxa ft. a 

ti— Nevada Republican. mu 

a m— y to Mr. Mam from Pr— | 
<H Reagan. They declined to dtmOm 
dacaila of ttaa massage but saM Mr. 
Reagan wanted to “expreaa Ms cow, 
cam” about tba situation lu tha PMUpi 
pin—. 


Privately, White House, Stats De- 
partment and Pentagon officials have 
viewed the Philippine situation — a 
potential crisis for the United States. In 
sending Mr. Laxalt to Manila, Mr. Raw- 
gan took his moat aggressive step so 
far in putting pressure on tba Marcos 
Government for changes that the 
United States views — crucial to its 
stability. 

The Laxalt trip com— at a poten- 
tially critical moment for United 
States-Philippine relations. Tbs De- 
fense Department plans to invest about 
fl.3 billion in Clark Air Base and Subic 
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Officials Indicated that Mr. Laxalt 
would point out that two of tba major 
monopoli— , coconut and sugar, are 
controlled by friends of Mr. Maim. 
Mr. Mam's promise to reorganize 
the— industri— is regarded — cos- 
metic and not as sweeping as the Ad- 
ministration had sought 

“Corruption has been carried to such 
a degree there that peris of the econ- 
omy don’t function,” an Administra- 
tion aide said. 

Tha White House confirmed Mr. Lax- 
alt’s trip after a r epor t was published 
today about it in The Washington 
Tim—. Tha White House iwh«^ to 
dispu— details of the trip. 

'An Ally of Long Staadfa*' 

Michael Guest, a spokesman, said. - 
Senator Paul Laxalt is undertaking a 
vJNtto the Philippin— , u ally ofkxig 
*»ngjJfcat tha personal request of the 

"He departed Washington Saturday 
. ** * cl<»c personal friend of President 
Reagan/’ Mir. Guast said. “He will 
®eet with President Ferdinand Mar * 
cos while he is in Manila.” 

Officials said they behaved that Mr. 
LMUjhwould spent four days in the 

a PP mrmtt y Mr. Raw 
gan s first emissary sent specifically to 
sp—k to President Marc—. Officials 
inM— tad that the trip, apparently 
aboard a military aircraft, was sup- 
posed to havw bom secret 
One element of Mr. Laxalt’s mission, 
officials indicated, was to discuss polit- 
ical chang— . This would Involve a fair 
pr— idenUal election and the develop- 
™ nt of an election prom that would 
be, according to one official, “clean 
and open.” 


beJ1 * v * 

osnerai ver will be acquitted and are 
-Wing concern th?t Xfc S-Sw 

MrZX? to hi, former poJw. 
ful position in the armed forces/ 

h<w* ?£**** A d ull » assassins- 

tlon, President Reagan canceled s visit I 
to tha Philippine*^ 

Tba Declining Economy 

In presorting tbs President’s mew 
sage to Mr. Marc—, Senator Laxalt 
wffi tell tha Philippi leSeFthi’K 
worsening political, economic and mill- 
**ry situation was abetting tha Conw 
muntet rebellion anddrtvfog 

hand * * wramlsts, offl- 

Eapedally wo r ri s om e to American 
officials is the sconomv 

tbsy say, contribut— tothedisl 
ffilon among the middle da— and tba 
growth of tha insurgency. 

^•TSSLsrst r* 

pected to contract - - ’ “ 




spite warnings hv united ata^T-ifc 
genes agencies tiauth^ 


munlst guerrilla activity thine. 

A recent Senate report to Data— 
Secretary Caspar W. Weinberg— said 
American military baa— in tha PMllp. 
pin— were p oo r ly protected and vul- 
nerable to e terrorist attack. 

Officials said the basis for Mr. Raw 
gan’s anxiety about the Philippin— 
was the growing Communist insur- 
gency there and fears that the Phi- 
lippine military was not meeting the 
challenge. They said the United Stat— 
was seeking an overhaul of tha military 
and a curbing of corruption and favartt- 
ism, which are hurting >iy campaign 
against the rebels. 

A second issue that especially con- 
cerns Mr. Reagan and tha Administra- 
tion. officials said, la Mr. Marc— ’a re- 
fusal so far to chang—' 

to curb corruption. I 


Health of 

. In early August Mr. Marc— said he 
• was seriously considering <.m«( , 
presidential election tlrtT y— r/but 
****** month he appeared to drop 
f* ” fo. » tosUlot in 1969. The nett 
scbe duled presidential election is in 
1967. 

The health of tha 68-year-old Presi- 
dent, and his succession, have been of 
special concern to the Reagan Admin- 
istration as the Communist insurgency 
the political instability in the 
Philippin— grow. Mr. Marc— annar- 
— tly suffers from a degenerative kid- 
ney disease, and his condition swings in 

An additional Administration con- 
cern that may be voiced by Mr. Laxalt. 

officials said, la Mr. Marres’slSst: 
aice that he will return Gen. Fabian C. 

V—, a do— associate and cousin, to his 

post as chief of the armed fore—. Gen- 
eral V— has been implicated by a dti- 
zans’ court in the mW of tha i^pogj- 
tton 1— der Benlgno S Aqgtao Jr/in 


the uwcune, omaals said, was the dot. 
^Me rc- to generate economic 

“ activ « in. 
He said in an 
tat— view last February that it would 

be a diaast— for all of us” if the demo- 

cratic pro— failed there. 
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